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LETTER 


TO THE 


DISSENTERS. 


BH IL E Words of Strife and Dread- 
ful Reproaches are heard among 
# the Diſſenters, and even among their 
& Miniſters one againſt another, who, 
chat has any ſincere Affection to 
their Intereſt, would not chrow Wa- 

ter upon this Fire ? 


I doubt not but every Chriſtian will agree, 
that this is a Time when good Advice is as much 
wanted among the People I am ſpeaking to, as 
ever it was ſince the Name of a Diſſenter w#s known 
in England; But perhaps ic may not be a Time 
when a Man giving Advice, however ſeaſonable, 
however adapted to their Caſe, and however fin- 


cerely intending their Service and Advantage, 
may be pa iently _— T he Paſſions of Men 
2 as 
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are none of their beſt Friends, and tho', when thoſe 
Paſhons are moſt Violent, they ſtand at that Time 
in moſt need of Advice, it ſeems of all Times the 
moſt unſcaſonable to offer it. For it is great 
odds, but that, inſtead of accepting the moſt Cor- 
dial affectionate Expoſtulation, they will, like a 
certain Creature of whom the Scripture ſpeaks 
in another caſe, Turn again, and rend you. 


Bur whether they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear, Who can with-bold bimſelf from ſpeak- 
* Or, as Mr. Bradbury well ſays in his late An- 

wer, Cc. Who dare be fflent, whoſe Thoughts 
ire charged with any thing that may be of uſe 
to put a ſtop to the dreadful Rage which is gone 
out among us? = 


Were the Diſſenters 2 National Church, a Con- 
ſttituted Body built upon Fundamentals of Diſci- 
pline eſtabliſh'd by Law; and had they a Legal 
Judicature among them, by which they were o- 
blig'd to regulate their Behaviour, and to whoſe 
Sentence they were oblig'd to ſubmit; the pre- 
ſent Affair would lye before them, and it would 
appear to be an Iniquicy to be puniſhed by the 


Iſrael, and that every Man among us has, as a cer- 
tain Divine of the Church ſaid lately, 4 Supre- 

in bis own Breaſt, and is allow'd by the Law 
to 4 up for himfelf what Form of Worſhip, and 
what Scheme of Belief he thinks fic: I ſay, fince 
it is ſo, there remains nothing but Prayers and 
Tears to prevail with Chriſtians, for the Honour 
of Religion, for the Glory of God, for their own 
Good, and for the ſake of all about them, to con- 
baer what they are doing. | ” How 


But as there is no Ecclef:fick King, in our 
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vere to meddle with it here ; and if all the 
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How to direct even theſe Expoſtulations, fo as 
they ſhall be accepted, how to cloth Words 
with ſuch Energy, as to make Impreſſions on 
the Minds of thoſe I am to ſpeak to, and neither 
have the good Opinion of themſelves, or the bad 
Opinion they may have of the adviſer, obſtruct 
the Influence they ought ro have the Per- 
ions they are directed to, is the Caſe ; Be that how 
the Diſpoſer of all Events ſhall pleaſe to diced ; 
The end is ſo Glorious, the deſign fo Sincere, fo 
Diſintereſted, and fo truly affectionate to the Diſ- 
ſentert, and the Impulſe ſo ſtrong, be it from 
above or not, that the attempt muſt be made : 
What follows muſt be ſpoken; thoſe that re- 
ject it, re ject not the Man, but the Means, let 


| them do ir at thei Peril. 


Sirs, I intreat you, ſtoop to a Voice without 
doors; bear an humble Expoſtulation from a 
Heart unconcern'd in your Diſputes ; But deeply 
concern'd far them; fubmic to the Plainnefs of 
Truth, and the Juſtice of Argument, however 
Contemptible the Inſtrument; you do not know, 
but the Spirit of God may ſpeak in the Mouths 
of thoſe you deſpiſe maſt : However, if there be 
nothing offer d you can accept of, there ſhall be 
nothing offer d you can except againſt, ſo you 


ma receive it as Foy fee fir. 


I take no Part of the Queſtion in hand here, I 
am of neither Side in the preſent Expoſtulation ; 
I diſtinguiſh greatly between the Queſtion in 
Debate, and the Manner of Debating it: I bleſs 
God, I am not at a loſs in the Queſtion irſelf, if 1 


Migi- 
ters 
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ſters of the Diſenters, nay, all the Angels from 
Heaven, were to preach another Doctrine than 


that which the Scriptures of God, the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt has Taughc me, and which I bemly 
believe I do righely Underſtand ; They ſhell be to 
me 6 Curſe and accurſed. 


But I have nothing to do, I ing, wh your 2 
— 1 happy had ic been for the Diſſexters, 
had it not been named among you at all; Bur ic 
is the Manner of handling this Queſtion, that is 
the Point. This is your Scandal, your Sin, and 
your Shame, and of this I muſt ſpeak with you 
in Plainneſs and wich Freedom. 


I am anſwer d, 7 kzow, even before I begin, by 
2 Scripture Text, Fude V. 3. Earneflly contend 
for the Faith; and 1 anſwer immediately in the 
words of that excellent Expoſitor, Mr. Henry upon 
this very Text, 


Cintend E ARNESTLY for the Faith, but not 
ANGRILY. 


who enquire after the Original of 
this unhappy Breach, ask ic thus ; Who were They 
that quarrell'd in this violent and outragious man- 

ner? How came they to fall out to ſuch a ſhame- 
ful degree ? The laſt part of the Queſtion is an- 
ſwer'd by the Apoſtle, Fa. 4. 1. From whence come 
Wars and Fig tings among you ? -— But when I come 
to the firſt part, — Perſons were? What can 
I anſwer, — what indeed can be ſaid ? Are they 
our "Miniſters! che Guides of Peace ! Servants 
of the God of Peace ! Preachers of the Goſpel 
of Pcace | Hinc ile Lachryme ! is it boſkible 
can theſe Things be! and who did as ww 
re 
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rel wich? Was it with one another | Dreadful 
Work! 


I ſhall effeAually convince you all, that this 
Letter is not written to Expoſe your Perſons, or 
Diſtinguiſh your Condut, 1 mean one from 
another; neither is ic to dilate upon the Facts, 
which, as it would be on our Side only en, 
dolerem, ſo it would be on your Side a Loading of 
Reproach ; I ſay this Letter is not written to di» 
late upon the Facts, but to reaſon upon the Con- 
ſequences ; and in the humbleſt manner poſſible, 
to move every Side to put an End to a Breach, 
that will otherwiſe let in all your Enemies upon 
you in full Battalia; to quench a Fire, which, if 
not timely put out, will burn up the very name 
of the Diſſenters, and even hazard the Overthrow 
of the Reformation in the World ; and this by 
the Agency even of that very Body which we 
have alledged are the Strength and Perfection of 
the Reformation. In which, tho' 1 point out wo 
particular Side or Party; yet, what I have to ſay is 
Perſonal, as to the People I direct it to, tis to 
the Diſſenters, tis to them in Particular. 


Sirs, for God's fake, what are ye doing? 
Whither are ye going ? Who are ye ſetting Ex- 

amples to? Who are ye Grieving, and who are 
ye making Glad? Who Sighs for the ſad Evenc 
of theſe Things? And who Triumphs over you 
for them, as over a People whoſe Glory is de- 
parred, whoſe Temple is falling, and who, being 
thus divided among yourſelves, Cannot fond? 


what, I beſecch you, will the End of all theſe 
Things be ? | 


* 
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lte were to be wiſh't the Diſenters, would con; 
ſider the Intereſt of their whole Body with re- 
ſpect to the Laws they are ſubject to, the Govern- 
ment under which they live, and the People a- 
mong whom they converſe, to all which they 
have ſome relative Obligations, which are of 


great weight, and merit to be well Confider'd, 
and a due Regard to be had to every one of 
them, if they ſtudy their own Safety and Support, 
as well as their Reputation and Eſteem: Nor will 
any wiſe Men, Loyal as the Diſſenters are, put 
Weapons in the Hands of their Enemies, or by 
leſſening their own Characters, and leſſening 
the Eſteem that the Government may now have 
of them, ſtrengthen the Hands and the Argu- 
ments of thoſe Perſons, who on all Occaſions en- 
deavour to repreſent them as a People not de- 
ſerving the Favours they receive, not fic to en- 
joy the Liberty and Toleration allow'd them; 
Men of furious Tempers, ſuch as are deſtructive 
of Religion in the World, and therefore not fit 
to be Tolerated on any account whatſoe ver. 


I repeat it again, I do not ſpeak now of the 
Doctrinal Points in which they have differ'd, tis 
none of my Buſineſs here, I avowedly put it out 
of the Queſtion; Bur I ſpeak of the Temper 
fpread abroad among good Men, the want of 
Charity, the want of a diſpoſition co Peace, and 
the little moderation with which either Side have 
treated one another, and which ftill continues 
among them. | 


How ſhall we expect 


the Enemies of the Di/- 


ſenters ſhall treat them, if they treat one another 
thus with Paſſion and Indecency? What Arms do 
we put into the Hands of thoſe who Envy — | 

; Dij- 
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Diſſenters their Liberty? Let one Conſideration 
alone move us: Conſider, Friends, the TO LE 
RATION, reflect that by this very Strife the 
Diſſenters are in part diſabled, even in the Terms 
ot that Toleration, and your Enemies ſay already, 
that one part of your Meeting-houſes might be 
legally ſhure up: One would have thought that 
even this ſhould have prevail'd with you to have 
differ'd with more Secrecy one with another, if 
ſuch a Difference muſt have happen'd : I repeat 
the Advice again. 


Conſider the TOLERATION. 


Conſider that you enjoy the Toleration more 
by the good Diſpoſition of your Princes fince 
the Revolution, than from any Intereſt you had 
in the Inclination of the P by the Majo- 
rity of whoſe Suffrages you obtain'd it: The 
happy Circumftances which brought it to paſs 
in Parliament, are more owing to the Politick 
Intereſts of the State, than the favour you have 
had among the Stateſmen ; and ithas been of late 
particularly owing to the Wiſdom and Juſtice 
of che King, that the Majority of the Legiſlature 
have been Influenced in your favour : How un- 
happy is the preſent Juncture then! and how 
much would ic be Improv'd to your Diſadvan- 
tage, had you now any new favour to expect! 
and how much may it ſtill be fo, tale it as it is, 
that you ſhould have this Breach in your Chara- 
Qers! this Scandal upon the Peaceableneſs of 
your Diſpoſicions ! this Blow to your Reputation, 
juſt when the King had the goodneſs to ſpeak fo 
many great Things for you from the Throne! 
and expreſs ſo much Satisfaction in you, and in 
nd 8 do you think there 
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can want Men at hand to repreſent theſe Things 
to his Majeſty in the worſt Colours, and by the 
worſt light they can? Will there be wanting 
thoſe who will, as Opportunity may preſent, ask 
the King this unhappy Queſtion, Are theſe the Men 
your Majeſty bad ſuch an Opinion of ? Do theſe Men 
deſerve your Majeſties Favour ? The Diſſenters, in Ge- 
neral, I hope, will in all Things preſerve his 
Majeſties good Opinion of them, and do their 
to deſerve his Favour. But ſure this is 
not the way: Such Breaches as theſe, ſo fierce, fo 
ſuddain in their breaking out, and managed with 
ſuch intemperate Zeal, are certainly the way to 
deſtroy, not preſerve the good Opinion the King 
has entertain'd of the Diſſenters, or to deſerve 
the Favour already ſhewn them. 


From the Throne, and the Parliament, look 
without Doors, the common People are unhap- 
pily chang'd for a few Years paſt in their Senti- 
ments of ſeveral Things, and among the reft, 
more remarkably in that Moderation and Com- 
paſſion to the Diſſenters, which they formerly 
practiſed, as well as in their Notions of Go- 
vernment and Obedience: The fame Mob that 
could not eaſily or generally be brought in for- 
mer Times into the Perſecuting temper of the 
Government, or to joyn with the Informers or 
Officers to haraſs the Diſſenters, and pull down 
their Meeting-houſes, tho' the Law was on their 
Side, are hardly prevail'd wich now to let them 
ſtand, tho' the Government and the Laws are 


your Protection; and tho' they are aſſur'd of the 
Gallows if they attempt it. 


As you have then already loſt the Common 
People, and Reaſons of State chiefly, rather than 


Friend- 
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Friendſhip or good Opinion, preſerve your In- 


tereſt in the Gentry and Nobility, how much are 


you upon your good Behaviour ! and how does 
it behove the Diſſenters, neither in Principle nor 
Practice, to leſſen thoſe Reaſons of State, which, 
under the direction of Providence, are fo eſſen- 
tial to the Preſervation of their legal Liberty. 


The Di/ſenters have been repreſented to his Ma- 
jeſty as a quiet, peaceable, inoffenſive People, 
Zealous for Religion, and diflenting meerly on 
Principles of Conſcience, from ſome Things in 
the eſtabliſh'd Diſcipline not eſſential to Salva- 
tion, and ſubſcribing chearfully to all the doctri- 
nal Articles of the Chriſtian Faith with the 
Church of England, ſubmicting to the Laws, and 
abhorring Compulſion and Perſecution : What 
muſt the King himſelf think! what Notions will 
his Majeſty entertain of the Diſſenters, when he 
ſhall hear them charging one another with 
Crimes which their very Enemies did not charge 
them with, and ſhall hear one Side calling the 
other Arian and Hereticks, and the other recri- 
minating upon them for Perſecution and Impo- 
ficion ? Both the effect of a moſt intemperate and 
moſt unſeaſonable Rage, and which I do not find 
one among the Diſſenters, no, not of the very Mini- 
ſters who were preſent and concern'd in it, but 
condemn it, and are ready to acknowledge them- 
ſelves very ſorry for. 


But why then is the Strife carried on? Why 
do ye appeal againſt one another in Print? Why 
do ye Impeach your Brethren on one Side and 
on the other before the Judicature of common 
Fame? Printing Books and Advertiſements full 
af reproaches and —_ charging and 

B 2 con- 
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condemning one another before your Enemies ? 
For Priating is appealing to the World. Will 
this end the Strife, or will ic widen the Breach ? 
Do you not in this put yourſelves into the very 
Hands of your Enemies, and give them occaſion 
to wound you with your own Weapons ? To ac- 
cuſe both Sides from the Mouths of both Sides, 
do you not put Arms into the Hands of Enemies, 
Words into the Mouths of Scoffers, and Argu- 
ments into the Minds of Scepticks and Atheiſts ? 
Do you not weaken the Hands that ſhould de- 
fend you, and ſtrengthen the Hands that would 
you ? Depend upon it, if ever the Tole- 
ration comes in queſtion, it ever your Enemies 
find an occaſion to attack your Liberty, theſe 
are the Weapons they will attack you wich: 
Theſe the Artillery they will turn againſt you, 
vix. your own Words againſt one another, your 
own Reproaches and the Scandal you rip up a- 
gainſt one another; theſe will be ſo many Chain- 
ſhort to mow down your Defences, and anſwer 
your Pleadings even out of your own Mouths. 
Can any Argument clench down a Scandal up- 
on 2 Diſſenter, whether a Miniſter or a Hearer, 
whether a private Perſon or a Congregation, like 
this, That their own Friends ſaid it of them? If 
you reproach your Miniſters yourſelves, Can you 
expect your Enemies will not fix that Reproach ? 


What dreadful Work is this, that the Diſſenters 
ſhould be throwing Dirt at one another, and 
the Miniſters ſhould be Inveighing againſt, and 
Expoſing one another, when their Enemies are 
ſo earneſtly ſtruggling to throw Dirt at both 
Sides! How will cheſe Things plead againſt your 
Toleration, if ever the Continuance of it comes 
to be a Queſtion among thoſe who * the 
. OY” 8 
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Power to take it off! Are a Contentious diſturb'd 
Body to be Tolerated in a Chriftian peaceable 
Nation ? Remember the Argument brought by a 
certain Member in King Williew's Time againſt 
the Diſſenters, when the Act of Toleration was 
in Debate in the Houſe, and let me a few 
of his Words ; they were ſpoken with the pre- 
rence of much Zeal for Religion, and, were the 
ſame Diſpute to be now renew'd in Parliament, 
would appear to have, I fear, much more force 
in them, and reaſon with them than they had 
then. The Words are as follows: - 


Let us conſider, 
about to Tolerate ; They 


ff, than you may Imagine poſſible ; 
Speaker, that I want Charity, or 
Diſſenters are not Chriffians ; But I can prove to you, 
that they 2 mn nap; - Ar. 
Speaker, they are not agreed the Matter ; for Ex- 
ample, the Pre 242 believe the Quakers 
to be Chriſtians, the Anabaptiſts will net own that the 
Presbyterians are Chriffians, and the 
I think, will neither allow the Quakers er Anabap- 
tiſts to be Chriſtians, at leaſt, they are all ſo broken and 
divided among themſelves, that they maintain no Chri- 
ſtian Charity for one another, no Chriſtios Communion 
with one another, any more than they do with us - Now 
for God's ſake, Mr. Speakes, let us conſider well what 
we are going to do; I bope this Houſe will never Tole- 
rate any People that are not Chriftians I move, 
75 by n 7 

them) may go away ile their Opinions 
one anuher together, and come ogain when they are 
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agreed about it, and when they will all Pouch for one 
another's Chriſtianity, and for our alſo who 5 Tal- 
berate them, ( for as they do not believe one another to be 
Chriſtians, ſo neither do they believe us to be Chriſtians 
of whom they ail Toleration ;) then we may conſider 
farther about it. 


It was upon this Speech, and the motion made 
by the ſame Member, that all thoſe who expected 
to be Tolerated, were to Sign their aſſent to all 
the Doctrinal Articles of Faith of the Church of 
England, and a Clauſe was inſerted to make that 
Subſcription neceſſary. I need not remind the 
Diſſenters what Hopes ſame People had, that the 
Diſſenters would not comply with that Subſcripti- 
on, any more than I need to hint what one of 
their Enemies has already publiſhed, viz. That 
the preſent Breach among the Diſſenters will bring 
this Advantage to the Church, viz. That they 
will forfeit by it the Liberty they Enjoy by 
the Laws: [See two Pamphlets by the Author of the 
Scourge] I moſt earneſtly therefore recommend 
the Thoughts of it to all the Perſons concern'd 
in running this dreadful Breach ſo high; that 
they would conſider the Toleration, and to ſay 
no more, that they would not be the Inſtruments 


to deftroy it, and deprive themſelves of ic with 


their own Hands. 
Confider RELIGION. 


I would not ſeparate in this Conſideration be- 
eween the reformed Religion, as profeſs d by the 
Church of England, or as proteſs'd by the Diſſen- 
ters; becauſe the Strife is in this Particular un- 
happily ſpread among all Sides: But I beſeech 
Yuu ail to conſider Religion in general. Does this 

| g Diſpute 
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Diſpute tend in the Nature of it to preſerve or to 
deſtroy Religion? Does ic tend to give Force and 
Energy to the Doctrines of the Goſpel, or does 
it not tend directly to eraſe all that awe and re- 
verence due to the Word and Worſhip of God in 
the World, and to leſſen the Fear of the Name, 
the Majeſty, and Authority of God which ſhould 
poſſeſs the Minds of Men ? Does it not natutally 
rend to bring them to a dreadful Indifference in 
the Worſhip and Service of God, when their 
Spiritual Inſtructors and Guides break in among 
themſelves about Matters of Faith and Doctrine, 
Things eſſentĩal to Salvation, and that in fo Scan- 
dalous a manner as is now the Caſe ? 


Will Miniſters falling upon Minifters, and 
Chriſtians vpon Chriſtians, in a furious and un- 
precedented manner, in Breach of all Chari 
and Affection, as we ſee now before us; I ſay, 
will this advance the Credic of Religion in the 
Minds of Men, or fink it to nothing 2 Will this 
add Efficacy to your Preaching, and encreaſe 
the reverence of the Hearers who fit under your 
Miniſtry ? Or will it bring the Meſſengers of 
God into contempt and their Meſſage alſo ? | 


What are ye doing ! when you rip up the In- 
firmities and miſtakes of Miniſters on ane hand, 
or on the other; I ſay, what are ye doing, bur 
to bid their Hearers give no heed to them, ſepa- 
rate from them, or, which is worſe, mind nothing 
they ſay ! 


Unhappy Diſpute, or rather unhappily ma- 
nag'd : Had it been kept within the bounds of 
the Walls where ic began, had it been confin'd 
to Salter: Hall, tho' the Breach of Charity 2 


(16) 
the Sin one way had been the ſame ; yet the 
Scandal had been lefs, the Enemies of God and 
Religion had had no room to blaſpheme, no 


room to mock at Religion in general, nor at the 


Asto Religion in general ; whatWounds do you 
make! how do you take away the awful Impreſſi- 
ons which the Senſe of Religion has made, and 
ought ſtill to make on the Minds of Men! what 
room do you leave for Atheiſm and Scepticiſm 
to break in upon the Ruins of religious Inſtru- 
ction among our Youth ! when inſtead of con- 
_ firming the Authority of Religion by the Con- 
currence and Harmony of the whole Scheme, 
the Teachers and Explainers of God's Word, and 
of the Oracles of Life, fall out about the moſt 
eſſential Points of Doctrine, and diſpute Prin- 
ciples till they blow up even the Foundation of 
Doctrine, and become a Scandal to Principle 
Itſelf, as little agreeing in the Object of Wor- 
ſhip, as they did before in the manner. 


Could you hear the uſe that is already made of 
this Strife among the Enemies of ſerious Reli- 
gion in the World ; Could you hear the Tri- 
umphs of Satan's Emiſſaries, and wich what 
Exultations they Glory in your Shame; this 
would certainly have ſome effect: Can ic be now 
ſaid, the Diſſenters have not given occaſion to the 
Enemies of God to blaſpheme ; or is it not ra- 
ther to be ound, that this Strife has ſtruck a 

ter Blow to the Growth and Progreſs of Re- 
gion in this Nation, than you will be all able 
to retrieve, humanly ſpeakiog, in many Ages? 


How 
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How have ye cauſed the Ways of God to be 
evil ſpoken of by your Hears and Diviſions, and 
by curtying on thoſe Diviſions to ſuch a length 
as indeed brings the Thing contended for into 
Contempt! How have ye by lo ſcandalous a 
diſagreement in the very ficſt and principal Arti- 
cle of Faith, viz. The Union of the Godhead, 
and in the Doctrine of the Trinity, brought 
the Truths of God declard in his Word to 
be doubcful, inextricable, and paſt our Under- 
ſtanding ; which, by the way, are the very Ar- 
guments that the Devil has for many Ages in- 


ſiſted upon, in favour of an Ifallible * 
Po- 


of the Scripture, which is the Eſſence 
pery? 


Is not this the way to pull up the moſt early 
Growth of religious Principles by the Roots, 
and to let in Atheiſm and Error like an i 
ble Flood upon the World? Is it not puzzlin 
the Minds of Men with croſs Interpretations 
Scripture, ſetting Reaſon and Faith together by 
relation? and Emabroiling Human Unde-flanding 
velation, iling Human L 
with the Authority of its Maker ? 


By this means weaker Judgment are confound- 
ed; thoſe who totter'd in their belief of the di- 
vine Oracles before, are over-ſet at once; Reli- 
gion is rendred a Pathleſs Wilderneſs, the Scrip- 
rures a Labyrinth, which all Men may run in- 
to, but few find their way out of: Doctrine is 
made doubtful, and the Word of God unintelli- 
gible, the divine Eſſence an unfathomable my- 
ſtery, the „ not abſolutely neceſſa- 
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ry, and what is more natural than to conclude 
from all this that the Enquiry is not worth while 2 


And ſo Men lay the Thing call'd Religion afide, 
and trouble themſelves no more about it. 


To thoſe who are not ſo willing to part with 
Religion, and cannot fo eaſily ſhift off the Duties 
of it from their Minds, the Caſe is ſtill per- 
plex d; their Spiritual Guides thus falling out 
among themſelves, to whom ſhall they adhere ? 
Who ſhall they cleave to? And what ſhall they 
believe? Unleſs every Man is ſuppos'd to be ca- 
pable to hear, examine, determine cf, and apply 
the Truths of the Scripture by himſelf ; and then 
perhaps it would infer, that there would be no 
farther need of the Pulpit, or of the Altar; Chri- 
ſtians would forſake the Aſſemblies, and the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt be conſin d wholly to private In- 
tion, an Error, in itfelf as deſtructive to 
Religion, as the Popiſh whimſie of one ſole In- 
terpreter; which leads me directly to the farther 
Conſideration I move you to, wiz. | 


Conſider your Miniſters. 


When I ſay, Conſider your Miniſters, I ſpeak 
to thoſe who are not Miniſters : It is reported of 
the Elephants in Africa, where they are Nume- 
rous, that if two of the Males Quarrel and Fight, 
all the reſt as well Male as Female will come 
up in two Lines, and, thruſting in between the 
Combatants, fir it ſeparate them, and then caſt- 
ing themſelves into two Orbs or Circles, ſurround 
them fingly, and keep them there for ſeveral 
Days, till they are perfectly cool and have forgot- 


ten their Quarrel ; I think every Congregation of 


Di 
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that it has happen'd, at leaſt ic ſhall be their 


(19) 
Diſſenters, if they have any Zeal for Religion 
or for the Diſſenter's Intereſt, and any Affection 
for their Miniſters reſpectively, ſhould ſurround 
them with all the Force of Perſwaſion and En- 
treaty, and even an Affectionate Violence (I do 
not mean any Coertion) to prevail on them for 
God-fake, and for their own fakes to dip no far- 
thet into this dreadful Strife, but if poſſible to 
put a ſpeedy and a Chriſtian end to it? If I am 
ask d how it ſhall be done? How they ſhall put 
an end to it, I am not at a loſs to fay how ic 
may be effectually done, and fo done as that it 
ſhall be rather for the Honour of the Diſſenters 


Praiſe, as it is now their Scandal, to have differ'd: 
Bur as I am ſpeaking to the Hearers, 1 ſay, 
Surround your Miniſters, and engage them to 
heal this Breach; Importune them for Peace; ſe- 
parate them if poſhble from the Men of Strife, 
and endeavour to prevail with them, for the Love 
of God and his People, to have done with it. 


I turn next to the Parties themſelves, and with 
the utmoſt Humilicy and Reſpect, I beg leave to 
ſay, Conſider your ſelves as Minifters, the Honour 
of your Perſons and the Dignity of your Em- 
ployment : I beſeech you, how ſhould ic be that 
the World ſhould not pour contempt upon the 
Miniſters of the Diſſenters, when they are in this 
very Quarrel, putting all poſſible r up- 
on one another? Was there ever a Time before 
like this, when the Miniſters of the Diſſenters 


ſhould ſtrive to Expoſe and Defame one another! 


Have ye not Enemies enough? Are there not 
Slanders enough, and Reproaches enough, heaped 
upon you every day? Are there not I ſay Enemies 

| 2 enough 
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enough that watch for your Halting ? Conſider 
ehoes as Miniſters, your Character and Office 
are Sacred, they are eſteem'd fo by Chriſt him- 
ſelf, your Great Lord and Maſter ; what is done 
for theſe,he accepts as done for himſelf, and what 
is done againſt them, he reſents as done againſt 
himſelf : But how, think you, will he reſent what 
is done by them againſt one another, againſt the 
Dignity of their Office, and in effect againſt the 
Efficacy of their Miniſtry ? 


Conſider farther, with what Force of Argu- 
ment can you preſs your Hearers to Honour 
their Miniſters as thoſe that watch for their Souls, 
while in ſo grofs a manner you are diſhonouring 
and expoſing one another? I am not here en- 
quiring, whether the Reproaches caſt out againſt 
one another be juſt or not 3 your Enemies will 
no farther to Inform elves of that part, 
to your Words ; 'tis enough to them that ye 
Charge one another, and that they can bring 
your own Teſtimonies againſt yourſelves ; tis 
enough for them, if they can blacken any Mini- 
ſter the Authority of his own Brethren ; 
'when ye Charge one another with Partiality, 
with Injuſtice, want of Charity, Breach of De- 
cency, What will your Enemies this to? 
beſides the Charge upon Principles, beſides the 
Reproaches upon your Soundneſs in Doctrine, 
when you arraign one another before the Tribu- 
nal of Men, they will condemn you as before the 
Tribunal of God; while you appeal againſt one 
another to the Mobs and Rabbles of your Enemy; 


they will appeal againſt you all to yourſelves, 
ony of each Man's Paſſions 


Wha: 


and quote the Teftim 
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2n end to if, and reſtore yourſelves to one another. 


(21) 


What dreadful Work is this! what are ye do- 
ing ! how are ye pulling down with one Hand 
what you 1 !and 1 
how ye are pulling down in one Day what you, 
and many good Men before you, have — 
Building many Years! Is it for this you have 
been ſtruggling ſo many Ages, with the Railery 
and Scandal caſt upon you by your Enemies, 
that when they began rather to ceaſe abuſing the 
Diſſenters, or found it fruitleſs to attack them, you 
ſhould rake the wretched Work out of their 
Hands, and fall upon one another ! 


What need, I beſeech you, for your Enemies 
to call you Hypocrites, when you ſuggeſt of one 
another, that you have ſign d to what you do 
not believe? What need for them to call you 
Schiſmaticks and Phanaticks, when you call one 
another Hereticks and Perſecutors out of your 
own Mouths ? You will for the future be con- 
demn'd, not out of the Writings of Leſey and 
L'Efrange; they will need no more to collect 
Phanatick blunders to expoſe you, they will ap- 
peal to the Salter: Hall · Jynadi, and tell your Ene- 
mies nothing but what you have told them al- 
ready, viz. That in your Anger, you have heapt 
up all Sorts of Scandal and Reproaches upon 
one another.. 


For your own ſakes, for your Works ſake, if 


ever you would be liſten'd to in the Pulpil, or 


reverenc'd out of ic, heal up this Breach : For 


the ſake of God, and his Goſpel, whoſe glorious 


Service you are employ'd in, Conſider, and put 


if 


(22) 
If any Man ſay, How ſhall it be done? I return 
it with a Queſtion, How can any Man ask how 
it ſhall be done? MEET AGAIN, ASSEMBLE 
AGAIN, and there confeſs your Miſtakes to one 
another, and as you have ſinn'd together, repent 
gether, and ask Forgiveneſs of your Heavenly 
Father one for another ; this is the ſhort and the 
only remedy, eaſie, like waſhing in the Waters 
of Jordan, but nothing elſe will do the Cure. 
This will reſtore you to your People, this will 
reſtore your Characters, preſerve the reverence 
to your Perſons, and regard to your Labours ; 
which your Hearers ought to retain, and which 
they would retain, and which I do not fee you | 
have any other way to recover; for, believe ic, 
you have in a great meaſure loſt them both by 
this wretched ſtep. | 


Deſpiſe not the Advice ; let the wiſeſt Man 
among you tell us if there is any better way; nay, 
tell us if there is any other way than this: with- 
out Queſtion you are out of God's Way; and it 
you can find a Bleſſing out of his Way, to what 
purpoſe do you teach others that they can only 
expect a Blefling in his Way? You muſt practiſe, 
or you had as good never Preach ; the World is 
now ſo wiſe and fo wicked, that they will take 
all Advancages of you; and if, while ye Preach 
up a ſtrict exact Life to your Hearers, you 
make the leaſt Excurſions yourſelves, they will 
Improve them to the diſcredit of all your per- 
ſwaſives. If you Preach Charity and Peaceable 
behaviour, Brotherly love and mutual Forbear- 
ance, and yet Warrings and Fightings are found 
among yourſelves, they will not reproach you 
as Men only, but as Miniſters. 5 | 

ut 
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But now, if, as this Offence is come; (1 fear « 
Mie will be to them by whom it came) I ſay, if, as this 
Offence is come, we ſhould ſee our Miniſters act- 
ing the Duties of Love and Humility one towards 
another, if we could hear of another Aſſembly at 
Salter: Hall, where our Miniſters, laying aſide for 
that one Time the Diſputes they have differed abour, 
had humbled themſelves one to another, and ask'd 
Forgiveneſs one of another, for that Unchriftian 
Feud they had Embark'd in, and then mutually 
and affectionately joyn'd wich one another to 
beg Forgiveneſs of God for all together, for 
the manner of their Difference, and for the Of- 
fence given thereby to God and their Brethren ; 
let the State of their Difference ſtand otherwiſe 
how it would, I am ſure this would remove the 
Scandal of their Difference; this would reſtore 
them to one another and to their Miniftry, and 
deliver them effectually from the Advantages 
their Enemies have now over them, how they 


_ do it any other way, 1 confeſs, I do not 
ee. 


Some, I know, have ſuggeſted, that if they 
would le: it all drop, ceaſe appealing one ano- 
ther in Print, and urging one another by Let- 
ters and publick Provocations, Retorts and Re- 
flections, this would do it; and that if they 
would agree to ſay no more on one Side or ano- 
ther, the Thing would dye of Courſe, and be 
forgotten; but this I humbly take leave to ſay 
is 2 miſtake; the School men ſay there is one 
Thing that even God himſelf cannot do, that 
is, he cannot make a Thing not to have been, 


which once has been; and if this be True, I muſt 


„ 


by 
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add, Man cannot make a Thing of this Nature 
which has been, not be remember'd. 


But this way it ſhould be remember'd to your 
Advantage, this is the only way to bring Mea: 
out of this Eater, Good out of this Ewil; then, 
this that now fills our Faces with bluſhes, and 
makes us aſham'd even for our Miniſters, ſhall 
turn the Smiles and Triumphs of your Enemies 
into Bluſhes, and they will be aſham'd for ever 
to mention the very name of a diſſenting Mini- 
ſter again; I mean, in their way; and if they 
ſhould, it would be to the Honour of the Diſſen- 

ters, and to their own Confuſion. 


As to the Diſpute itſelf, I continue, 2s I ſaid 
at firſt, to exclude it from any ſhare in this part; 
it is not the Matter of the Strife I am upon, tis 
the manner of it; I need not explain the Terms 
when I ſpeak of a Difference, or lay down a 
Hiſtory of the Facts which we complain of; 
they are known too well to thoſe to whom this 
is directed, and tis known too well to your Ene- 
mies ; the Number of Writings of which our Pub- 
liſhers of Pamphlets are full, (for Hell and the 
Bookſellers are the chief Gainers in the Quarrel,) have 
too ſurely recorded it in this particular; I ſay 


therefore, I necd not enter into them, the Man- 
ner of the Diſpute has been as ſcandalous to 
the Perſons, as the Diſpute itſelf has been to the 


Principles of thoſe concern'd. It is this ſcanda- 

lous part of the Breach that I am ſpeaking of, 

which is at preſent the reproach of the Diſſenters 

and of their Miniſters : It ſome ſtop is not put 

to this, the Diſſenters and their Intereſt are loft, 

and the very name in a few Ages will be loſt s 
t 
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the World, or elſe God muſt proceed with them 
out of the ordinary Courſe of his Providence, 


and out of the uſual Method of his Dealing 
| with Churches in the World. | 
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But if in ſome manner like what I have men- 
tion'd above, this Breach may be heal'd ; if it 
may be ſo made up, that the Enemies of the 

Diſſenters may be effectually ſilenc d, and the 
Scandal be removed, it will be better than if 
it had never happen'd; and what way can this 

de but as I have propoſed? How is Scandal re- 
moved, but by Acknowledgment? Inſiſting up- 

on the Queſtion, who has been the Cauſe of ir 

1 all, will not do, and will but add Sin to Folly ; 
3 for whoever was the Cauſe, both have offend- 
s ed in the Effect, and nothing but a mutual return 
s \ can reſtore them to God and one another; is 
there any Equivalent for an open Offence, but 
an open Acknowledgment? Is there any reme- 
dy for Sin, but Repentance? But this is the way 
to make Peace both with God and Man. 


What a Diſappointment would ſuch a Heaven- 
ly healing Spirit as this be to the Diſſenter's Ene- 
mies? To what infinite Confuſion would ic drive 
| thoſe who rejoyce now in their Calamity, and 
| hope to SCOURGE them with the Rods of their 
own Paſſions? 


Wich what infinite Advantage to the Diſſenters 
would it be mentioned upon all publick Occa- 
ſions, when their Liberty, their Intereſt, or their 
Character, ſhould at any time be the Que- 
ſtion! How would they appear to be a People 
_ worthy the Toleration _ Enjoy, worthy the 


regard 
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Regard of the Government, and worthy the Imi- 
tation of others ! | e 


How would it Honour the recommendation 
with which they were fo lately Honour'd by 
their Soveraign! and with what Pleaſure muſt 
the King, when his Majeſty ſhall hear of it, re- 
fle& upon his having made fo right a Judgment, 
as that of eſteeming the Diſſenters worthy of his 
Favour and Protection 


Above all, How will it honour Religion, and 
Particularly the Proteſtant Religion, and more 
Particularly the Proteſtant Religion as profeſs d 
by the Difſenters when the Miniſters of the Di/- 
ſentert appear ſo perfectly govern'd by the Rules 
they Inſtruct others to be Govern'd by, fo ſin- 
cerely practiſing what they Teach, and ſhowing 
ſo excellent a Pattern in Obedience to the Com- 
mand of Chriſt their Lord and Maſter, expreſs d 
fully Matthew 5. 23, 24. If thou bringeſt thy Gift to 
the Altar, and there remembreſt that thy Brother has 
ought againſt thee, leave there thy Gift upon the A- 
tar, and go thy way ; firſt be reconcil'd to thy Brother, 
and then come and offer thy Gift. 


And how indeed, according to this Text, Can 
they Preach till this is done ! How can they look 
up to God, look into themſelves, or look out to 
one another, while the Breach between them and 
their Brethren is thus unheal'd, and while they 
go on thus to impeach and reproach one ano- 
ue: - 1 | 


As to the fatal Diſpute, Such I call it, becauſe 5 
bu been the Occaſion ef this fatal Strife, this * 
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fien ſcandalous Breach; 1 ſay, as to the fatal Di- 


pute, the ſame healing returning Spirit which I 
now move them to, will, if rightly purſued, move 
them to carry it on after another manner; to per- 
ſue it, ¶ it muſt be perſued, with another Temper, 
to bring it into as narrow a Compaſs as they 
can, to wait and pray for the Spirit of God, who 
is the beſt Expoſitor of the Word of God, to 
Guide them into the Knowledge of the Truth, 
and where they cannot reconcile their Opinio 
to bear with one another in Love, and as before, 
where they muſt contend EARNESTLY, not to con- 
tend ANGRILY; thus going on with a Spirit of 
Meekneſs and Brotherly Love, their Labours may 
ſtill proſper, if Errors cannot be entirely ſup- 
preſs'd, they will yet ſpread the leſs; if Miſtakes 
cannot be prevented, they will have the leſs Poy- 
ſon in them, the weak Chriſtians will not be fo 
generally ſtumbled and offended ; Atheiſm, De- 
iſm, and a Contempt of all Reiigion, will not 
be ſo generally Encouraged ; and it may ſtill be 
hop'd, that God may not be provok'd to Viſit us 
in Judgment, or remove his Goſpel from us. 


FINIS. 


